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CPL Mark Doran

AIR Force’s new field kitchens 
were deployed for the first time into 
an operational environment during 
Exercise Talisman Sabre to feed the 
troops hot meals at the Shoalwater 
Bay Training Area (SWBTA).

Eight students on the Deployed 
Catering Capability Course and 
their two instructors assembled an 
ELC-150 and two ELC-500 con-
tainerised catering kitchen units at 
Williamson Airfield.

Because of the large footprint 
of the capability, Talisman Sabre 
was the perfect opportunity to run 
the course, then provide a cater-
ing effect for Battlegroup Pegasus 
and the Role 2 (E) hospital, as well 
as the various Australian and US 
units also working at Williamson 
Airfield.

When the Air Force kitchen was 
ready, a smaller Army field kitchen 
already in use was collapsed and the 
Army cooks joined the Air Force 
team to work in the modern facility.

WOFF Bradley Parmenter, of 
Combat Support Group, said the 
joint team of cooks provided about 
1400 meals for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner from the two ELC-500 kitch-
en units, while the smaller ELC-150 
was used to produce desserts and 
special dietary meals.

“They also provided a midnight 
meal for about 100 personnel on 
shift work,” he said.

“At the peak of the exercise 
the cooks pumped out about 1650 
meals, three times a day.

“The kitchen units have com-
mercial equipment installed, which 

A CULTURE OF TEAMWORK
CPL Mark Doran

AFTER serving with China’s People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) and the 
People’s Liberation Army Air Force 
(PLAAF), a Chinese woman decided 
to come to Australia to study hos- 
pitality.

She fell in love with the country 
and she decided to stay.

ACW Yan Jin, of No. 13 Squadron, 
joined the PLAAF when she was 18.

After two years she transferred to 
the PLA for another year to continue 
working in radio communications.

ACW Jin said life was completely 
different as a member of the largest 
air force in Asia, especially compared 
to her new life as a cook with the 
RAAF.

“It’s very strict discipline in the PLA 
– the process from recruit training to 
initial employment training is similar 
in Australia, but it’s a totally different 
lifestyle,” she said.

“The biggest difference between 
the two militaries is the value of team-
work within the RAAF.

“Within the RAAF we always work 
as a team, but in the PLA we didn’t 
concentrate on teamwork as much – 
it’s a lot more about personal develop-
ment.”

ACW Jin said she ran a daycare 
business for two years after she 
arrived in Australia, then opened a 
small restaurant in Melbourne.

“After a while I decided it was 
enough because I wanted to spend 
more time with my young son,” she 
said.

“Living in Melbourne as a single 
mother wasn’t easy, especially as I 
don’t have any family in Australia – I 
realised I needed a secure job.

“I decided to pay back the sup-
port I’d been given, so I became an 
Australian citizen and joined the Air 
Force.”

ACW Jin said she enjoyed her new 
life and the posting to RAAF Base 
Darwin.

“Everyone is nice, but the best part 
of Air Force are the values of respect 
and teamwork,” she said.

“Everyone always wants to help 
each other.

“I’m studying for my Bachelor of 
Logistic Management so maybe I can 
be an officer one day.”

During Exercise Talisman Sabre 
ACW Jin was a student on the 
Deployed Catering Capability Course, 
members of which assembled an 
ELC-150 and two ELC-500 contain-
erised catering kitchen units at the 
Shoalwater Bay Training Area near 
Rockhampton.

She said sometimes she was given 
the opportunity to use her traditional 
cooking skills in the Air Force kitchen.

“Defence is multicultural anyway, 
which is another part of Air Force I 
enjoy – I get to meet people from dif-
ferent countries all the time,” ACW Jin 
said. “I love Australia.”

ACW Yan Jin during the Deployed 
Catering Capability Course at the 
Shoalwater Bay Training Area.
 Photo: LS Jake Badior

Good food, 
good morale

the cooks are already trained on, so 
it’s just a matter of erecting it and 
turning on the power.”

The ELC-500 can be deployed 
in about two hours with four per-
sonnel and is designed to cater for 
up to 800 people.

The kitchen units comprise two 
20 foot containers which are inter-
connected to provide preparation, 
cooking and serving areas.

WOFF Parmenter said using 
the three kitchen units meant a 
total of 26 containers needed to 
be transported on 14 semi-trail-
ers to SWBTA from RAAF Base 
Amberley.

“An ELC-500 weighs about 
eight tonnes,” he said.

“They have their own ice 
machines capable of producing 
500kg ice a day.

“We also brought 10 container 

refrigerators and freezers to store 
the food, as well as three potable 
water bladders to store 7500 litres 
of water with another three bladders 
for waste-water storage.”

Cook LAC Lex Fallon, of No. 
13 Squadron, said the most impor-
tant part of erecting the kitchen 
units was how good food boosted 
morale, especially on a long exer-
cise.

“Our mission was to get in, feed 
the troops, then get out,” he said.

“It’s always good to participate 
in large exercises and Talisman 
Sabre is a good opportunity to 
see what it would be like to be 
deployed overseas.

“The food we produced was 
exceptional. It was a challenge 
feeding so many people but we 
adapted to the task and pushed out 
high-standard meals.”

LAC Lex Fallon works in the deployable field kitchen at the 
Shoalwater Bay Training Area during Exercise Talisman Sabre.
 Photo: LS Jake Badior

Complex and challenging
EXERCISE Talisman Sabre fin-
ished on July 25, after meeting 
a number of key milestones and 
achievements.

CJOPS VADM David Johnston 
said the exercise, now in its sev-
enth iteration, had been the most 
complex, challenging and fulfilling 
Talisman Sabre to date.

“Cooperation between the ADF, 
other government agencies and the 
forces of the US and other interna-
tional participants has been excep-
tional,” VADM Johnston said.

“The exercise has given all par-

ticipants, from the staff of the high-
est headquarters down to the most 
junior servicemen and women, a 
rich training experience.”

Two years in the planning, 
Talisman Sabre involved about 
33,000 participants, 36 warships 
and more than 220 aircraft.

“The purpose of the exercise 
was to advance Australian and US 
interoperability in warfare against 
a similarly equipped, trained and 
motivated adversary,” VADM 
Johnson said.

“The exercise also included 

emerging features of modern war-
fare such as space and cyber chal-
lenges.”

A focus of the exercise was the 
implementation by both Australian 
and US militaries of the objectives 
in United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1325 – Women, Peace 
and Security.

Talisman Sabre and its associ-
ated infrastructure stretched from 
the east coast of the US to Alaska, 
Korea, Japan, Hawaii, Darwin, 
Brisbane and Canberra.


